
 

 

Phone: 701-772-1869 

Fax: 701-772-1940 

E-mail: gfwesley@midconetwork.com 

Check out the Newsle'er online at: www.gfwesley.org 
 

Worship Schedule 

See Calendar and front page for worship �mes 
 

Office hours: Mon. thru Fri. 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 

Pastor: ............................................... Reverend Howie Baird 

Coordinator of Lay Ministries: ........................... Judy Christy 

Choir Director/Organist: ............................ Marjorie Myrold 

Choir Accompanist: .................................... Carol Lamberson 

Bookkeeper/ Office Assistant: ...................... Tanya Murphy 
 

The Wesley Witness 
A publica�on of Wesley United Methodist Church.  Published 

12 �mes each year to keep members and friends informed of 

programs of the church and to report news about the Wesley 

family.  

For our Prayers --- 

We offer our heartfelt sympathy to the family and friends of 
Coleen Nygaard who passed away on October 17. 

In Care or Assisted living facilities:   
At Parkwood: Dave & Jean Beach, Ellen Gray, Virgil Haake, 

Darlene Hinsz, Beulah Hodges, Shirley & Phyllis Sand, 

Emolyn Skinner, Lois Weisser; At Wheatland Terrace: Kyle 

Whitcomb’s parents; At Valley Eldercare: Joan Bristol, 

Carol Clark, Dean Hruska; At Good Samaritan, East Grand Forks: Velma 

Fruetel, Charlene Kotts, Verle Ralston; At Mapleview: Billie Dixon’s mother  

At Home:  Ole Dahlen, Alice Darling, Marlo Gade, Shirley Hoff, Genevieve 
Holweger, Pat Klokstad, Carolyn Strand, Ray Spicer, Marijo Whitcomb’s 
mother and father;  Marie Koth who has moved to Bismarck.  

We rejoice with Tom and Jackie Saddler about the news of a grandson born on 
September 18, 2015.  

If there are joys or concerns that you would like to have included in this 
monthly prayer list, please email them to judy.gfwesley@midconetwork.com.  

If you are interested in being part of a Monday morning prayer group that will 
get meet at the church to pray for joys and concerns expressed in worship on 
Sunday mornings or shared on prayer request cards, please talk to Pastor Howie, 
Judy Christy or Penny Millspaugh.  

at  
www.gfwesley.org 

and like us on 
Facebook to keep up 
with what's going on 

at Wesley 
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Wesley Worship 
Schedule 

 8:30  Coffee 
Fellowship 

 8:50  Praise Sing 

 9:00  Worship 

10:00  Sunday School 
for All ages 

Church Office 
Hours  

M—F   9:00 a.m.-

1:00 p.m. 

Our purpose is to provide a nurturing Christian home in 

which all may grow in faith and service. 

2015 

Important MCCI Dates: 
We will provide several town hall meetings to discuss the report made by the 
MCCI Team. Please take note of the dates we have listed below. 

♦ November 2:  Town-Hall Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

♦ November 15: Town-Hall Meeting 11:15 a.m. 

♦ November 22: Special Charge Conference to 
                                 vote on MCCI 11:00 a.m. 

We will take a vote at the Charge Conference to decide whether to accept the 
prescriptions given to us or not. If we accept them, the conference will continue 
to work with us, providing support and training in our prescription areas. 
Everyone is encouraged to attend one of these town-hall meetings and the 
Charge Conference. 



 

 

Birthdays 

  2   Hannah Shawstad 

  3   Janet Spaeth 

  5   Dylan Martin 

  7   Marlo Gade 
       Richard Landry 

  8   Alex Gores 
       Katie Stoley 

  9   Rev. Jerry Bass 
       Cory Ellis 

11   Jamie Rash 

14   Ian Beaton 

15   Madison Steckman 

17   Dylan Murphy 

18   Vivianne Dahlen 
       Blake Holien 

19   Jim Rue 

21   Pat Henry 

22   Seth Helling 

23   Darlene Hinsz 

25   Dyana Beaton 
       Natalie Meier 

27   Jim Antes 

28   Jenna Galegher 
       Ryan Machart 
       Jean Sanborn 
       Nancy Schaper 

29   Verle Ralston 

 

30   John Kramer 

Anniversaries 

  1  Patty & Ron Willey 

19  Denise & Richard Ellis 

21  Cash & Snookie Register 

27  Duane & Kathy Tretter 
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will be meeting on  

November 17 

@ 7:00 p.m. 

At Wesley UMC 

Book 

Time Traveler’s Wife 
By Audrey Niffenegger 

Hostess 

Peggy Kindem 

New members are always 

welcome! For questions, call 

Natalie Meier at 701-775-9177  
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Shoebox Christmas 2015 

Time goes by quickly, so it is good to start 
thinking again about the pleasures of giving 
during our 2015 Shoebox Christmas project. 
As you probably know, Shoebox Christmas 
project involves giving Christmas gifts, such 
as hats, mittens, and other items, wrapped in a 
shoebox, to children on six reservations in the 
Dakotas and Minnesota. 

Mike Flowers, in the newsletter for Dakotas Annual Conference of 
the UMC, states that the shoe box Christmas gifts are being 
collected until Nov. 15, 2015. Mike expresses enthusiasm for the 
project, and indicates that last year, over 6,700 gifts were 
delivered. He states, "Without the help of 
congregations such as yours, we would 
never be able to share the love of Jesus 
Christ with this many children." 

Watch for more reminders and details in 
upcoming church communications. 

Wesley UMC is excited to announce 
that you can now manage your giving 
online! Giving online is easy and 
allows you to set up automatic 
recurring contributions and view your 
complete online giving history from  

anywhere you have access to the Internet. Simply scan our QR Code 
with your smart phone and/or follow these easy 
steps: 

Visit the church website at www.gfwesley.org, 

Click on the Online Giving tab then on Make a 
donation, 

Make a one-time donation or click on the Create 
Profile button, then, 

Follow the onscreen instructions to create on online profile and to 
schedule your recurring contributions. Thank you for your support! 



 

 

Wednesdays at 1:30 p.m.  
in the quilting room on 3rd 

floor.  

There will be no quilting 
on November 25 because 

of  the holiday. 

For questions, call Helen 
DeMaster at 701-772-3584 

Everyone is 
Welcome! 

We need 

 

 

 

 

Would you be willing to 
make 2-3 dozen cookies 
for a Sunday this month 
to support our Fellowship 
time?  Pick a Sunday and 
put your name on the 
sign-up sheet on a table 
in the Fellowship Area. 

10 

 

 

Thank you to all of the workers 
who made the bazaar a success. 
Thank you to those who attended 
the event--we hope that you had a 
great time visiting, finding a bar-
gain or two and enjoying some 
yummy food. Special thanks to 
those folks who contributed goods 
of many kinds.  A large portion of 
our yearly budget comes from this 
event. 

 

 A note from the 

Pastor 

“So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow 
will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is 
enough for today.” Matthew 6:34 

On its surface this text from Matthew 6:34 seems 
like a pretty simple command. In its context it 
teaches us that God will take care of us and that 
we should leave our worries to him. Yet it is one 
of the many texts that people often question me 
about. I think for many folks it seems a little 
oversimplified or trite. Consider the many 
concerns in your own life. It might be a child or 

grandchild who is ill, or a loved one in the midst of cancer treatments, or 
the loss of someone close to us. When we are living in the midst of these 
difficult times it is hard to imagine someone simply saying to us, “Ah, 
don’t worry. God’s got it!” Yet it feels like this is exactly what this text is 
trying to say. 

I’ve struggled with this a bit myself lately, especially when it comes to our 
recent MCCI weekend and report. The first time I read through the report I 
had a bit of an anxiety attack as I realized that it is not a simple or easy 
path. It lays out for us a path that is difficult—difficult enough that I’ve 
spent a few restless nights the last week or so. But it’s always in these 
times that I realize the truth of Jesus’ words from Matthew: we can either 
spend our time paralyzed by our worries and fears, or we can turn to 
God’s strength and face them head on. 

I know that many of you who have seen the MCCI report are experiencing 
some of the same anxieties and fears that I have. I believe part of the 
reason for this is that we see a lot of truth in what it says, but it’s difficult 
to make the tough decisions we need to make in order to implement it. At 
the same time many of us understand that the path it is calling us to take is 
the one that God has laid before us, but it’s now up to us. Do we allow our 
fears to hold us back from taking on this challenge, or do we move 
forward knowing that it is God’s strength, and God’s courage that will get 
us through? For myself, I don’t see any choice but to move ahead. 

While I’m sure many of you are excited about the possibilities God has 
laid before us, I’m also aware that many of us have questions and 
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concerns. The town hall meetings that have been scheduled are a 
great opportunity to share these questions and concerns, as well as a 
chance to hear from others about their thoughts. I want to encourage 
as may folks as possible to attend the two remaining town hall 
meetings. They will be on Monday, November 2 at 7:00 p.m. and 
Sunday, November 15 at 11:15 a.m. 

Perhaps the most important thing you can do is come to our Charge 
Conference on Sunday, November 22 at 11:00 a.m. This is the 
meeting where we will vote on our MCCI prescriptions. Our hope 
and prayer is that we will have as large of a turnout as possible. 

Finally, I would ask that all of us continue to pray for our church and 
our future. It is only in prayer that we can truly discern God’s call for 
us and our church. 

Peace, 

 

 

 

Pastor Howie 
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In Honor of those 
remembered on     
All Saints Day,   
Nov. 1, 2015 

Those from our congregation who have passed away since    
Memorial Day, 2014 

Harry Holloway (6-7-14) David Peterson (7-1-14) 

Louise Triskle (7-6-14) Tom Marler (7-9-14) 

Isis Lynch (7-24-14) Shirley Cascaden (7-31-14)  

Audrey Williams (10-6-14) Richard Farroh (10-21-14) 

Roberta Cable (11-1-14) Rod Clark (12-3-14) 

Robert Nordlie (1-8-15) Cathy Marler (5-25-15)  

Karen Griffin (7-25-15) Kent Cable (7-30-15) 

Colleen Nygaard (10-17-15) 
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     e. UMW—Pat 

The UMW District Meeting was held at Wesley last weekend. The Bazaar is 
coming up. UMW will donate some of its proceeds to contribute toward 
Apportionments. 

     f. Memorial Committee - Bernice 

No report. 

     g. Pastor’s Report – Pastor Howie 

His last MCCI meeting was on the idea of door to core. How do we take 
people from first time visitor to committed member of our church? 

IV. New and/or Old Business 

John asked about budgets - the deadline of October 5th. 

Stewardship Church-wide study group is coming up. Start to think about leading and 
inviting people to attend. October 25th this will start. 

V. Looking ahead 

  The MCCI visit is October 16 – 18. We will have leadership on Saturday 
October 17th. 

Closing Prayer – Pastor Howie 

Adjourn 

Children’s Sunday School music is getting 
off to a great start. I have a lot of newer 
smaller children this year, and we are 
having fun getting to know each other 
better. The children would like to show 
their parents the songs they have been 
learning! Children in the Toddler Class 

through the 5th Grade who have regularly attended music class will 
be singing on Sunday, November 8 during the 9:00 a.m. Worship 
Service. Please mark your calendars so that they can sing and you can 
come watch them! Please also mark your calendars for the following 
dates: 

Saturday, December 12 - 10:00 to 11:30 a.m. 
Practice for Christmas program 

Sunday, December 13 Children’s Christmas 
program 

More information on the Christmas program will be coming. 
Meanwhile, please continue to bring your children to Sunday School. 
We very much enjoy working with them. Kellie Burgess 
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Wesley United Methodist Church 

Church Council and Finance Meetings Minutes 
September 21, 2015 @ 7:00pm – Library 

 
Present - Pastor Howie Baird, Elise Christy, Judy Christy, John Galegher, Pat Henry, 
Berniece Holm, Michele Iiams, Jeff Van Looy, Penny Millspaugh, Steve Schlasner, 
Sharon Stewart, Doug Williams, George Wogaman, Jessica Zerr, Ryan Zerr 

Absent - none  

Opening Prayer  - Howie  

Recite Purpose – Our Purpose is to provide a nurturing Christian Home in which all 
may grow in faith and service.  

Devotions - Penny 

Presentation on the Church Self Study/MCCI Process – Bob Boyd and Pastor 

Howie 

Finance Meeting  - Doug/John G 

A $9000 insurance bill due in November which was missed in the budget. 

Our year-to-date income is $205,613. We budgeted for $194,000 up to this point. 
However, general fund balance is only $337.20. Our Ministry Commitments 
(Apportionments) paid through the month of June. 

Electronic giving was discussed.  

Council Meeting—Call to order - Penny 

Agenda 

I.  Approval of August minutes - Pat moved to accept. Jessica seconded. Minutes 
approved. 

III. Reports 

     a. Finance  - Doug/John G. 

   We are still looking for auditor. 

     b. Trustees—Jeff/Richard 

    No report.  

     c. Staff Parish—Ryan 

   They will be making recommendations to Finance Committee soon. 

     d. Lay Leaders: 

         Care and Outreach— 

        Faith Development—Jessica 

   Sunday School is off to a good start 

        Worship –Steve 

    No report. 

        Mission –Sharon 

 We recently completed Fun in the Sun. We are gearing up for Christmas 
projects. 
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All youth in 6th – 12th grade are invited to Youth 
Group.  We meet at the church Sundays at 5:30 – 
7:00 pm and begin the evening with supper. 

Date to Remember: 

Sunday, November 29:  No Youth Group 

Meals are offered during the first part of Youth Group. If anyone would 
like to provide a meal or part of a meal, or money to purchase something 
for a meal, please let Marjorie Myrold know. She will be coordinating 
the meals. Her email is: marjorie.myrold@gfschools.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Youth Group recently went to Nelson’s Pumpkin Patch for an 
afternoon of fun and mayhem.  There were a total of 20 youth who 
attended! They then retreated back to the church for pizza and an 

outdoor movie, complete with a “bon fire” and s’mores!  We have a busy 
year planned and are looking forward to getting to know each other 

better in our Christian journey together.  

Beginning Nov. 8, Sunday School 
Hour Begins at 10:10 am 

Sunday School is off to an exciting 
start this fall with a new children's 
curriculum and combined children's 
music. To give teachers, helpers, and 
families the time needed to move 
between worship and Sunday School and to maintain a quality program, we 
will begin Sunday School at 10:10 beginning on Nov. 8th.  The Welcome/
Check-in Table on the children's Sunday School hallway will be staffed 
from 10:00--11:15 am. Pre-K--5th grade, please continue to check in at the 
table. 



 

 

 

 
 

There are many ways that you can participate in the life 
and ministries of Wesley Church! 

How can I Help? 

1. By Sharing your Prayers  
Prayer Focus for November: Thankfulness! 
                             (See back page for additional prayers) 

2. By sharing your presence, time & talents 

This month, we say Thank You to: 
- All who have helped with Sunday morning worship by 
serving as Welcome Teams, Lay Readers, Communion 
Preparers and Servers, Sound Board Monitors, Nursery 
Helpers, and by providing special music for our Sunday 
worship services. 
- Those who serve on Church Council, Board of 
Trustees, Staff-Parish Relations Committee, Finance 
Committee, Memorial Committee, as lay leaders, and in 

all other leadership roles within our church. 
- Quilters for making quilts to donate to RRVCA’s Shelter House. 
- and those who: 
- helped with the Fall Bazaar or supported UMW by attending on that day 
- are helping plan, organize and lead activities for our youth. 
- have volunteered to help lead Sunday school classes or help in other 

ways with our Christian education program 
- are working as part of a Safe Sanctuaries/Safe & Sacred Spaces policy 

and procedures task force.  
- help provide, prepare, serve and cleanup for Sunday coffee fellowship 

and provide cookies, other treats or coffee. 
- polish brass offering plates, candle holders, etc., and fill 

the oil candles. 
- count the weekly offering. 
- care for and water the plants inside and outside the 

church building. 
- take care of the garden areas around the church. 
 

And thank you to the many others who share 
their time with our church and community in ways that we 
do not always know about. 
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3. By sharing your gifts, such as 

- filling a Christmas Shoe Box 

- Additional contribution to the 
general fund of Wesley UMC. 

- Batting for the Quilting Group. 

- UMCOR kit supplies – (see list on 
the newsletter calendar.) 

- Funds for church building 
updating/repair projects.  

- Men’s jeans, new or slightly used, for 
the UMC Free Mobile Thrift store in 
Watford City. 

- Coffee mugs with lids, back packs or 
small suitcases, sheets & towels for 
the Northlands Rescue Mission. 

 

Volunteer Needs for 
this month: 
- Sunday worship Welcome Team 

- Sunday worship lay readers 

- Substitute Children’s Sunday School 
teachers & helpers 

- help decorate the church for Advent 
and Christmas  

- help polish brass candles, offering 
plates, etc.  

Contact Judy Christy, 
Coordinator of Lay Ministries, 
at 772-1869 or 
judy.gfwesley@midconetwork.com  
for more information or to 
volunteer. Also watch for sign-
up sheets in the church lobby, 
or announcements in the 
weekly bulletin. Training will be 
provided as needed. 

Are there are other projects or 
activities you would like to see 

happen?  Email Judy about 
that too! 

              Offering Received 

 2014 2015 

Prepaid 
Pledges 13,020.00 14,372.06 

January 11,885.66 19,922.87 

February 18,656.71 21,701.98 
March 21,336.78 24,764.61 

April 21,070.22 29,236.40 

May 19,298.40 28,042.92 

June 20,128.93 18,589.97 
July 16,937.53 17,407.89 

August 21,595.63 17,007.45 

September 20,016.66 18,653.20 

October 19,531.40 20,446.13 

November 22,929.07  
December 31,844.18  

   Total 258,251.17 230,145.48 

SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE  

 October 4 100 

 October 11 137 

 October 18 110 

 October 25 150 

SUNDAY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE  

 October 4 32 

 October 11 37 

 October 18 35 

 October 25 40 
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